
 1 
 

JRW/530 

                 TODWICK PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of the council meeting held in Todwick Village Hall at 7.00 p.m. on Tuesday 30th 
September 2025 at 7.00 p.m.  
 
Present 
Councillor Davis 
Councillor Dixon – Chairman 
Councillor Jeffrey  
Councillor O’Sullivan 
J R Walker – Clerk & Financial Officer 
Matt Baldry 
Tony Rusling 
Daniel Thorpe 
Norman Anderson 
Steven Cocking 
 
25/114 APOLOGIES  
An apology had been received from Councillor Molyneux 
 
25/115 DECLARATION OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY AND OTHER INTERESTS  
(a) There were no disclosures made by members of any disclosable pecuniary interests for the 
purposes of Section 31 of the Localism Act 2011 and any other relevant interests under the Code of 
Conduct  
(b) There were no requests for dispensations to councillors to take part in discussions and votes 
where they had declared disclosable pecuniary interests. 
 
25/116 ITEMS TO BE CONSIDERED IN THE ABSENCE OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS 
No items were raised. 
 
25/117 PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS  
Resolved: 
That the minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 29th July 2025 be confirmed 
as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman. 
 
25/118 REPORT BY THE CLERK AND FINANCIAL OFFICER 
The Clerk informed Members of the requirement for him to have an operation on his 
stomach/oesophagus sometime in the next month or two. He hadn’t been given a date but had 
provided the surgeon with dates to avoid around future parish council meetings.  
 
Monies received since last meeting.                        £ 
1. Barclays Bank – Interest             68.30 
2. Amanda Jenner – Annual Hire of Bowling Facilities     1000.00  
3. M32 Elite Ltd – Hire of MUGA          104.00 
4. M32 Elite Ltd – Hire of MUGA          140.00 
5. Kiveton Park FC 18 – Seasons Hire of Football Pitch       490.00 
6. Rotherham MBC – Second Payment of Parish Precept              34335.00 
 
Payments made since last meeting.  
1. Todwick Village Hall – Meeting Rent           21.00  
2. Chesterfield Canal Trust – Membership Subscription         60.00 
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3. HMRC – August Tax/NI           486.61 
4. J R Walker – Clerk’s Salary, Expenses and Back Monies    
 1472.84 
5. Haywards Horticulture – August Grounds Maintenance at Recreation Ground    996.00 
6. RMBC – Play Area Inspections 25/26         966.48 
7. Blaze Fireworks Ltd. – Balance of 2025 Display     4836.00 
8. Business Stream – Allotment Water Bill         516.56 
9. HMRC – September Tax/NI          425.84 
10. J R Walker – September Salary/Expenses      1231.15 
11. Haywards Horticulture – September Grounds Maintenance at Recreation Ground   996.00 
 
Payments to be made.  
1. Daniel Thorpe – Cleaning and Security at Recreation Ground August and September    515.00 
2. Sarah Baldry – Opening of Recreation Ground Entrance Gate August and September   100.00 
3. Todwick Village Hall – Donation to Christmas Events       500.00 
4. Todwick and Anston Round Table – Contribution to Purchase of Storage Container   150.00  
 
N.B. To ensure a fully up to date balance was given, items 3 and 4 were added following 
resolutions at 25/119  
  
Un-presented cheques  
1. Blaze Fireworks Ltd. – Balance of 2025 Display                 4836.00 
2. Business Stream – Allotment Water Bill         516.56 
 
Present bank statement balances  
Business Saver Account          Community Account 
(Cheque Feeder)             (Cheque) 
£47,357.78      £1.00 
Total balance after all payments and receipts £40,681.22 
 
25/119 DONATIONS 
Members considered applications for financial assistance from the Todwick Village Hall 
Management Committee and Todwick and Anston Round Table. 
Councillor Davis was a member of the Todwick and Anston Round Table, declared an interest and 
took no part in the discussions or vote concerning the application by the Round Table. 
Resolved: 
1. To contribute £500 towards various Christmas Events at the village hall. 
2. To contribute £150 to Todwick and Anston Round Table towards the cost of a storage container. 
 
25/120 COMMITTEES AND ORGANISATION REPORTS 
1. Councillor Dixon reported on the awful news that Matt Hayward, the Grounds Maintenance 
Contractor’s Daughter had died recently. Despite this the work was still being completed as normal. 
Resolved: 
To express the deepest condolences to Mr Hayward and his family for the loss of their daughter. 
2. Councillor Dixon gave details of his helpful meeting with the Chairman of the Bowling Club 
who had asked that the annual rental charge was frozen for the next two years. 
Resolved: 
That the annual rental amount charged to the Bowling Club be frozen for one year at which time a 
further review would be held.. 
3. Councillor Dixon reported that it had not yet been agreed what additional security measures 
would be put in place at the entrance to the recreation ground, to prevent unauthorised access. 
4. Councillor Jeffrey reported on the progress in removing rabbits from the recreation ground. 
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The meeting was suspended at 8.00 pm 
 
OPEN SESSION 
1. Steven Cocking was very unhappy that no action appeared to been taken to install additional 

security measures at the recreation ground .It appeared that the two months since the July 
meeting had been wasted and the area was still vulnerable to unauthorised access. 
Councillors Dixon and O’Sullivan explained issues around the holiday period, other important 
council business and the financial constraints. Action would be taken. 

2. Steven Cocking understood that rabbits at the recreation ground were being shot. In his opinion 
this was unacceptable on an area open to the public at all times. 
Councillor O’Sullivan gave details of the conditions that needed to be in place to allow this. 
Councillors Dixon and Jeffrey explained what measures were being taken to avoid any conflict 
with the public. 

3. Discussion took place on the use of electric powered scooters at the recreation ground. 
Councillor Dixon explained that it was illegal for them to be used on the public highway. They 
could legally be used on private land but only with the landowner’s prior permission. 

4. Matt Baldry referred to the dead Christmas Tree near the entrance to the recreation ground. 
Councillor Dixon informed that it had been agreed that the Grounds Maintenance Contractor 
would acquire, plant and maintain a new tree at the same location. 
Tony Rusling referred to the trees recently planted at The Pastures being provided with a 
watering tube and suggested one of these be incorporated. 

5. Steven Cocking asked why the Parish Council no longer employed a village handyman as it had 
done some years ago. 
The Clerk explained the reasons why previous Members of the Parish Council had resolved not 
to do so. They had considered that the limited available monies should be spent elsewhere. 

6. Steven Cocking reported the very bad condition of the footway fronting the properties on 
Lindley’s Croft. This was so bad that an elderly resident felt unable to walk the few yards to the 
nearby Church and this was totally unacceptable. 
Discussions into the status and maintenance responsibility of the footway and surrounding area 
ensued. 
Councillor Davis recalled seeing a plan indicating that the footway was adopted as a public 
highway and the responsibility of RMBC as the Highway Authority. 
The Clerk suggested the possibility that if that was not correct, it was possible that since the 
footway was originally installed when the houses were built by the local authority (i.e. council 
houses), it may be owned by RMBC Housing and therefore the responsibility of RMBC 
Housing. Some, (if not all) of the houses were now privately owned but the responsibility for 
maintaining the footway did not appear to have been transferred to the new owners. 
It was agreed that the Clerk write to RMBC asking that Officers thoroughly investigate the 
status/ownership of the footway, take appropriate action, and advise the Parish Council. 
The Clerk further understood that even if “unadopted,” RMBC had the power to carry out 
works on roads, where to do so would be in the public interest.  

7. Tony Rusling suggested that the planting area near the war memorial had not been fully weeded 
and the area adjacent to the village hall fence at The Pastures to the west of the war memorial 
remained badly overgrown.  
The Clerk would request action from Hobson Nurseries. 

8. Tony Rusling reported water ponding and causing problems for road users at a low spot in the 
carriageway outside 27 The Pastures. This was due to a manhole in the inner wheel-track being 
significantly lower that the surrounding area. 
The Clerk would urge early action by RMBC.  

9. Tony Rusling asked that the football clubs whose teams played on a Saturday and Sunday at the 
recreation ground be informed that dogs were not allowed on the ground. 
The Clerk would obtain the necessary details and ensure this was done. 
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The meeting recommenced at 9.00 pm 
 
25/121 GOVERNANCE MATTERS 
a. Data protection with respect to the Installation of CCTV Cameras 
Councillor O’Sullivan handed out paper copies of data protection documents he had prepared and 
which he believed demonstrated that the Parish Council fully complied with the requisite 
legislation. 
Resolved: 
That the Data Protection Policy and related documentation be approved and added to the Council’s 
formal records. 
b. Preparation of a Business Continuity Plan 
Councillor O’Sullivan would prepare a discussion document to enable members to consider an 
appropriate Plan. 
c. New assertion ten in the Annual Governance and Accountability Return for the year ended 31 
March 2026 – Digital and Data Compliance 
The Clerk had circulated information received form the Yorkshire Local Councils’ Association 
detailing the changes that would be introduced for external audit of the year ending 31 March 2026. 
Councillor O’Sullivan had studied the information in detail and explained why the Council already 
fully complied with the requirements. 
d. No other urgent governance matters were considered. 
Resolved: 
To thank Councillor O’Sullivan for the preparation of the documentation and for his foresight in 
ensuring the Council would fully conform with the Digital and Data Compliance constraints now 
required at the External Audit.  
 
25/122 PLANNING MATTERS  
1. Application RB2025/0991 
Application for Lawful Development Certificate for a single storey side and rear wraparound 
extension at Meadow House Goosecarr Lane. 
Resolved: 
Not to object to the application 
2. Application RB2025/1121 
Application to undertake works to tree protected by RMBC TPO 3 (1971) at 5 Mill Fields. 
Resolved: 
Not to object to the application. 
3. Application RB2025/1214 
Erection of a steel portal framed agricultural building to be used for hay and straw storage purposes 
in connection with an existing agricultural enterprise, conducted on a commercial basis on on a 
field at the immediate bottom, or south, of Goosecarr Lane. 
The Parish Council had been contacted by RMBC Planning and asked to comment on the existing 
use of the field. Comments had been returned but nothing further had been received from RMBC. 

 
25/123 IT AND SOCIAL MEDIA 
There were no items to discuss. 
 
25/124 NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
The Clerk reported the crime statistics prepared by Norman Anderson.  
Monthly Categories for Todwick 
 

2025 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 

Burglary   1 1 1 2       5 
Criminal Damage and Arson    1         1 
Other Theft              
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Other Crime              
Vehicle Crime 1 1   2        4 
Public Order 1  1  1 1 3      7 
Violence and Sexual 2 3  5  2 1      13 
Possession of Weapons              
Drugs     1        1 
Bicycle Theft              
Shoplifting              
Robbery       1      1 
Anti-social Behaviour 6 4 1  1        12 
Total 10 8 3 7 6 5 5      44 

 
The overall crime level was low despite two burglaries recorded for Barber Close in June. 
 
25/125 COUNCIL VACANCIES 
No applications to join the Council had been received. 
 
25/126 PARISH MATTERS 
Councillor Dixon reported on the attendance of his wife and himself at the “Grey Matters” AGM. 
 
25/127 NEWSLETTER 
No report was received. 
 
25/128 DISCUSSION OF ANY ITEMS FOR WHICH THE PRESS AND PUBLIC HAVE 
BEEN EXCLUDED 
There were no items to discuss. 
 
25/129 ITEMS FOR THE AGENDA OF THE NEXT MEETING  
No items were raised. 
 
25/130 DATE OF NEXT MEETING  
Resolved: 
That the next council meeting take place on Tuesday 28th October 2025  at 7.00 p.m. in Todwick 
Village Hall. 
 
The meeting ended at 9.30 p.m. 
 
 
 
……………....………………................... Chairman 
 
 
 
………………………………................... Date 


