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JRW/541 

                 TODWICK PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of the council meeting held in Todwick Village Hall at 7.00 p.m. on Tuesday 28th July 
2026 at 7.00 p.m.  
 
Present 
Councillor Dixon – Chairman 
Councillor Davis 
Councillor Dennis 
Councillor Ellingham 
Councillor Jeffrey  
Councillor Molyneux 
Councillor Monks 
Councillor O’Sullivan 
8 Members of the Public – To 9.15 pm 
J R Walker – Clerk & Financial Officer 
 
Councillor Dixon welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 
26/109 APOLOGIES  
Borough Councillor Allen was presently away and would not return until the 3rd August. Borough 
Councillor Bacon had also been asked if he would attend but no response had been received. 
 
26/110 DECLARATION OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY AND OTHER INTERESTS  
(a) There were no disclosures made by members of any disclosable pecuniary interests for the 
purposes of Section 31 of the Localism Act 2011 and any other relevant interests under the 
Members’ Code of Conduct  
(b) There were no requests for dispensations to councillors to take part in discussions and votes 
where they had declared disclosable pecuniary interests. 
 
26/111 ITEMS TO BE CONSIDERED IN THE ABSENCE OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS  
No items were raised. 
 
26/112 PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS  
Resolved: 
That the minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 30th June 2026 be confirmed 
as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman. 
 
26/113 REPORT BY THE CLERK AND FINANCIAL OFFICER 
The Clerk and Financial Officer reported:- 
Monies received since last meeting.                        £ 
1. Cameron Hill – Hire of Football Pitch           50.00  
2. ASJFC – Central – Hire of Football Pitch         400.00 
 
Payments made since last meeting.  
1. Richard Taylor Master Locksmith – Cutting New Keys for Recreation Ground Gate     86.40  
2. RMBC – Pest Control Contract          744.00 
3. Paul O’Sullivan – Repaid Purchase Cost of Dell Pro 15 Computer     868.81 
4. Height Barriers Ltd – Additions to Height Barrier       690.00  
5. HMRC – July Tax/NI           425.84 
6. Tracy Molyneux – Repaid Cost of Cleaning Materials and Bin Bags       42.43 
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7. PKF Littlejohn LLP – External Audit Fee for 2025/26       378.00 
8. Todwick Village Hall – Meeting Room Hire for June         21.00 
9. Daniel Thorpe – Cleaning and Security         232.00 
10. J R Walker – June Salary and Expenses       1230.20 
 
Payments to be made.  
1. John Jeffrey – Repaid Purchase of New Lock for Allotment Entrance Gate      33.89 
2. James Dixon  – Repaid Cost of New Keys for Recreation Ground Gate       72.00

                 
Un-presented cheques  
                  Nil 
Present bank statement balances  
Business Saver Account          Community Account 
(Cheque Feeder)             (Cheque) 
£16,643.35     £1.00 
 
Total balance after all pending payments and receipts £16,538.46 
 
Councillor Molyneux reported that an additional £190 should be received shortly for further hiring 
of the football facilities. 
   
26/114 AUDIT 2025/26 
The Clerk and Financial Officer reported on the successful completion of the external audit and the 
documents received from PKF Littlejohn LLP. 
The Notice of Conclusion of Audit and Sections 1, 2 and 3 of the certified AGAR had been posted 
on the notice board and council website. 
Copies of the AGAR would be available for purchase by any person on payment of £1.00. 
Sections 1, 2 and 3 of the published AGAR would remain available for public access for a period 
of not less than 5 years from the date of publication. 
Resolved: 
To accept the report from the External Auditor, PKF Littlejohn LLP. 
 
26/115 COMMITTEES AND ORGANISATION REPORTS 
(a) 
Councillor Davis had repaired a faulty picnic bench at the Goosecarr Lane children’s play area, 
following a report from the RMBC Officer who undertook the inspections of both of the play areas.  
 
(b)  
i. Councillor Jeffrey reported that the lock on the entrance gate to the allotments had been removed 
by vandals, again, who had also stolen some gardening equipment and destroyed crops. This had 
been reported to the Police. The crime number was 14/134950/26. He had purchased and fitted a 
new lock but it was very difficult to stop anyone determined to gain entry. 
Members discussed the possible use of the nearest CCTV but since it was known the offenders 
wore balaclavas, this was unlikely to be of assistance in identifying them. 
ii. Councillor Dixon reported that the height restriction barrier had finally been installed at the 
recreation ground entrance by Height Barriers Limited but only after it had taken 44 telephone calls 
from him and much aggravation. Anston Parish Council had experienced similar difficulties. The 
“knocking bar” suspended from the main horizontal had been removed by an unknown person 
shortly after installation. 
The Clerk was instructed to email other local parish councils and groups, suggesting they contact 
Councillor Dixon before considering employing the company. 
iii. Councillor Dennis reported that the “No Dogs” sign recently fitted on the entrance gate at the 
recreation ground had been ripped off and thrown on the side. 
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Councillor O’Sullivan would interrogate the CCTV information at the recreation ground to see if 
either the person removing the sign and/or the “knocking bar” could be identified via the vehicle 
registration plate etc. 
iv. Councillor Dixon reported on the constructive meeting he and Councillor Molyneux had had 
with the Chairman and Secretary of the Village Hall Committee. There was a good relationship. 
The Committee’s responsibilities would continue as stated in the original legal document 
establishing its responsibilities and those of the Parish Council as the Custodian Trustees. He and 
the Committee Chairman were liaising over the appointment of a suitable contractor to undertake 
remedial works to the eastern gable of the original building. The Clerk had now been provided with 
a key for one of the filing cabinets in the village hall office. 
v. Councillor Molyneux wished to remain the Parish Council’s designated representative on the 
Village Hall Management Committee and would inform both parties of any matters raised directly 
concerning them. Councillor Monks was already a member of the Committee when she joined the 
Parish Council. The Committee had resolved that she could not continue to be a member unless she 
resigned from the Parish Council. 
 
The meeting was suspended at 7.45 pm 
 
OPEN SESSION 
The following matters were discussed: 
1. An update on the Whitestone Solar Farm had been received following the Company’s 
submission and subsequent acceptance for examination of an application for a Development 
Consent Order to the Planning Inspectorate on the 3rd July. 
The Planning Inspectorate would appoint an Examining Authority to conduct the examination. This 
stage would last up to six months and would include the opportunity for individuals, affected 
landowners and organisations to have their say through written representations and several days of 
public hearings. 
No part of the proposed development had yet been approved and the Application had been 
publicised in several national and local publications. 
Representations must be received no later than 23.59 hrs on the 27th August 2026 and the Parish 
Council had already done so, namely: 
 
“1. Scale and Cumulative Impact 
The overall scale of the Whitestone Solar Farm is excessive. Although no array is directly sited 
within Todwick Parish, the development's size, character, and associated infrastructure will have a 
clear and lasting effect on the wider rural setting that links Todwick with Aston, Kiveton Park, 
Harthill, and Wales. The industrial nature of the proposal conflicts with the Green Belt purpose of 
preventing urban sprawl between these communities. 
2. Traffic and HGV Movements through Todwick  
Our greatest concern relates to construction and servicing traffic. Kiveton Lane runs directly 
through the centre of Todwick, past the primary school, residential properties, and narrow 
junctions. It already experiences congestion at peak times. Any increase in HGV or abnormal-load 
movements would pose unacceptable risks to pedestrian safety, especially for schoolchildren, and 
would severely disrupt local traffic flow. We have seen no credible Transport Management Plan 
demonstrating how large vehicles will access the construction areas without traversing our village. 
Until the developer can confirm that construction and delivery routes will avoid Kiveton Lane 
entirely, Todwick Parish Council must object to the proposal on safety grounds. 
3. Insufficient Local Consultation 
Residents in Todwick have received little direct engagement or clear information about likely 
traffic routes, cable corridors, or timescales. Given the project's scale and its classification as a 
Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project, the level of consultation provided locally has been 
inadequate. 
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4. General Observations 
• The development's cumulative visual and environmental footprint across South Rotherham 
raises broader concerns about the progressive industrialisation of rural land. 
• The lack of a detailed Transport Management Plan and absence of road condition or swept-path 
analysis for local lanes undermines confidence in the proposal's readiness. 
• Any benefits cited are outweighed by the disruption, safety risks, and loss of rural amenity likely 
to result from construction and long-term maintenance traffic. 
• The assertion that we have been formally consulted and have no objections is simply untrue 
5. Consideration for alternative sites 
Notwithstanding our concerns over the grading applied to the proposed land in Rother Valley, we 
have seen nothing in the plans that proposes utilising alternative, brownfield sites. One prime 
example, which could easily connect to the Brinsworth substation would be the former Sheffield 
City Airport - a site with approximately 32 hectares of land.  
6. Conclusion 
Todwick Parish Council cannot support the Whitestone Solar Farm proposal as currently 
presented. We request that: 
1. The developer confirms in writing that no construction or maintenance traffic will route through 
Todwick via Kiveton Lane or The Pastures. 
2. A comprehensive traffic and safety assessment be undertaken jointly with Rotherham 
Metropolitan Borough Council before any further submission. 
3. A revised proposal considers scale reduction and alternative logistics routes to remove the risk 
to our community. 
4. Said revised proposal looks at brownfield sites in and around the Brinsworth substation instead 
of the use of agricultural land. 
 
Unless these assurances are provided, Todwick Parish Council will maintain its objection and will 
make further representations to the Planning Inspectorate should the Development Consent Order 
application proceed, alongside the MP for Rother Valley.” 
 
Wales Parish Council was to host the next joint local parish councils meeting at 7.00 pm on the 
20th August. 
The Parish Council was asked what it had done to inform parishioners of the proposals and if it 
would be hosting a meeting at which the proposals could be discussed and those wishing to do so, 
assisted to submit formal representation by the prescribed time. 
To date, the Parish Council had received only a small handful of comments from parishioners 
objecting to the proposals. Councillor O’Sullivan had taken the lead on behalf of the Parish 
Council, explained his attendance at various meetings and recommended future strategy. Members 
would be considering this later in the meeting, 
A parishioner suggested a special edition of the Parish Council’s Newsletter “The Informer” be 
prepared and circulated. This was not supported because of the timescales involved.  
3. The carriageway works promised some time ago by RMBC to eliminate water ponding at The 
Pastures had not been undertaken. The Clerk would once again urge action by the Borough 
Council. There were several other examples where RMBC had failed to respond or offer help, 
including the works requested to dead trees at Goosecarr Lane, following the report made at the 
June Council meeting. This prompted Councillors and parishioners to express their dissatisfaction 
with some RMBC Officers poor responses to reports. The Parish Council had asked both the 
RMBC Ward Members to help in obtaining replies. They had failed to do this and their apparent 
reluctance/inability to attend meetings or assist the Parish Council and parishioners was highly 
regrettable.  
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4. A small water leak at Staniforth Crescent had worsened significantly and been reported to 
Yorkshire Water. 
 
The meeting recommenced at 9.15 pm 
 
26/116 GOVERNANCE MATTERS  
(a)  
Councillor Dixon reported that the meeting to consider the revision of Standing Orders had not 
been held but would be rearranged. One possibility may be to adopt the National Associations of 
Local Councils Model Standing Orders. 
(b)  
No other reports were received. 
 
26/117 PLANNING MATTERS  

1. RB2026/0900 
Demolition of existing garage and porch and the erection of single storey rear extension with 
courtyard, single storey front extension, alterations to the front elevation and formation of means 
of access via Kiveton Lane and access gate at 105 Kiveton Lane. 
Resolved: 
Not to object to the proposal. 

2. RB2026/0981 
Alterations to existing carpark at Side Farm, Greenscene Garden Centre, Sheffield Road 
Resolved: 
Not to object to the proposal. 

3. RB2026/0996 
Erection of an extension to existing front dormer at 22 Barber Close. 
Resolved: 
Not to object to the proposal. 
 
26/118 IT AND SOCIAL MEDIA  
Councillor O’Sullivan reported: 
i. He had purchased the new Dell Pro 15 Essential Laptop Model: PV15250 as agreed and as 
means of expediency because the Council did not have a credit card for security/audit reasons. He 
had been reimbursed and was working with the Clerk to ensure everything required was installed 
on it. The Clerk and Members thanked him for researching and acquiring the most suitable 
machine.  
ii. He had posted the documentation required by the External Auditor on the Council Website and 
this was up to date.  
iii. The Parish Council Facebook Page had been down for a short while but this had been re-
activated. 
 
26/119 NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
The Clerk reported the crime statistics prepared by Norman Anderson: 
Monthly Categories for Todwick 
 

2026 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 

Burglary 1  1          2 
Criminal Damage and Arson   2 1 1        4 
Other Theft 1            1 
Other Crime    1         1 
Vehicle Crime 1   1         2 
Public Order   1 1 2        4 
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Violence and Sexual 5  2  2        9 
Possession of Weapons              
Drugs   1          1 
Bicycle Theft              
Shoplifting              
Robbery     1        1 
Anti-social Behaviour  2 2 2 4        10 
Total 8 2 9 6 10        35 

 
Violence/Sexual and Anti-social Behaviour numbers were very slightly down for the Borough. 
One more crime was reported for Todwick from January to May 2026 than in 2025. 
 
26/120 COUNCIL VACANCIES 
Councillor Davis and Monks reluctantly offered their resignation for the Parish Council to take 
effect immediately following the closure of the meeting. 
The Clerk would inform RMBC. 
Members and the Clerk thanked them both for their service for the community and wished them 
best possible good wishes for the future. 
 
26/121 PARISH MATTERS  
The Whitestone Solar Farm proposals were further discussed. 
Councillor O’Sullivan considered hosting an even would do little other than possibly raising 
awareness of the proposals a little more. There was agreement from the “Whitestone Warriors” 
group to hold a public session to answer questions and offer guidance. 
Resolved: 
i. To continue to monitor the proposals as events unfolded. 
ii. That Councillor O’Sullivan continue to represent the Parish Council at related meetings and 
events. 
iii. To arrange a meeting to be held with the Whitestone Warriors action group, at a date to be 
agreed 
 
26/122 DISCUSSION OF ANY ITEM(S) FOR WHICH THE PRESS AND PUBLIC HAVE 
BEEN EXCLUDED  
There were no items to discuss. 
 
26/123 ITEMS FOR THE AGENDA OF THE NEXT MEETING  
No items were raised. 
 
26/124 DATE OF NEXT MEETING  
Resolved: 
That the next council meeting take place on Tuesday 29th September 2026  at 7.00 p.m. in Todwick 
Village Hall. 
 
The meeting ended at 10.00 p.m. 
 
 
 
……………....………………................... Chairman 
 
 
 
………………………………................... Date 


